															
Resolution of no confidence in TDS Telecom to provide adequate telecom broadband service to The Town of Vermont residents:
Whereas TDS Telecom provides telephone service to 66% of the Town of Vermont.
Whereas the median download internet speed for residents served by TDS Telecom is 1.47Mbs.  
Whereas TDS Telecom has stated outright to several residents that they have no intention of investing in Town of Vermont infrastructure, that residents are encouraged to seek alternative Internet Service Providers (ISPs).  
Whereas TDS Telecom, after multiple inquiries, has not provided any indication that the company intends to invest in the Town of Vermont infrastructure without specific federal grants, despite repeated reports of poor service in the area.  
Whereas TDS Telecom does receive Federal Communications Commission (FCC) moneys to provide broadband internet in rural areas, however, the language is loose enough to allow TDS Telecom to leave rural areas unimproved.   
[bookmark: _GoBack]Whereas TDS Telecom has a business history of only investing in densely populated areas where their return on investment is extremely rapid, to the exclusion of all less populated areas and the spirit of FCC aids.  It is apparent however, that smaller telecom companies, whose service area is largely rural, do find it possible to serve their customers with high speed internet.
Whereas Telecom providers do not have a viable financial model to install infrastructure without owning the telephone services to a customer base, therefore TDS holds hostage the Town of Vermont residents served by TDS. 
Be it resolved that the elected Town Board Supervisors of The Town of Vermont, in representation of the town residents served by TDS Telecom, unanimously vote a resolution of no confidence that TDS Telecom can, or will, deliver reasonable broadband service to the Town as defined by the FCC.  And furthermore, would request that TDS Telecom relinquish their service area to a provider that will make a commitment to the Town to sincerely work towards providing telecom services to the Town in keeping with FCC definitions of appropriate broadband services.  




