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Winter Driving Reminders
November 20, 2015 – With a winter storm predicted to hit Dane County tonight, the Sheriff’s Office wants to remind motorists to adjust their driving habits accordingly.  Just a small amount of snow can create major traffic problems, even if you’re an experienced driver.  The white stuff can be particularly difficult for young drivers who may have never driven in snowy conditions.

The Dane County Sheriff’s Office offers these winter driving tips to help make your travel safe.

· Have your vehicle properly maintained.

· Keep your windshield clear of snow and ice.

· Drive with your headlights on, even during the day.

· Avoid the use of cruise control in wintery conditions.

· Stay tuned to the latest weather reports on your radio.

· Let someone know your travel routes and itinerary, so that if you don’t arrive on time, someone will know where to find you.

· Be extra cautious on bridges and overpasses, where icy patches are most common.

· Keep a cell phone and charger with you when you travel.

· Maintain a winter survival kit in your trunk (blanket, snow boots, flashlight, shovel, snack).

· If your car should become disabled during a snow storm, stay with the vehicle, running your engine and heater for short intervals.  Be sure to open a window slightly to avoid carbon monoxide build-up.
· If a storm becomes too much to handle, seek refuge immediately.

· Above all, take your time, wear your seatbelt, give driving your full attention, and drive sober.
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