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A Visit to a Dairy Farm 
By Jon Urness 
 
An extended visit to our farm this summer by my 
“California Cousins” got me to thinking about how 
things have changed around the Town of Vermont 
even in my lifetime. During the 1960’s and early 
1970’s our Webber cousins spent many months in 
Wisconsin on the farm while their Dad was 
deployed on various aircraft carriers as a fighter-
bomber pilot off  the shores of Viet Nam.  So it 
was perfectly natural that my cousin’s kids, Mica 
and Emma, asked to visit a real dairy farm with real 
cows.  While our place is still affectionately known 
as “the farm” after six generations of Urnesses 
living here, the reality is, this isn’t the farm my 
cousins remembered as youths. Now the children 
come here to run around freely in the yard without 
the worries of San Diego traffic, chase the cats and 
kittens until they (the cats) have had enough and 
hide under the granary, explore the near empty 
hayloft fearing the dreaded hay chutes that their parents warned about and experiencing the occasional run-in with small 
critters like skunks and raccoon. While it’s still an adventure, the experience is pretty mild compared to singing songs in a 
half-empty silo and throwing down silage by hand, riding atop an over-filled hay wagon as the creaky and swaying wagon 
comes off the hilltop guided by a back-firing John Deere that really doesn’t have much for brakes, or getting splattered in 
the dairy barn by poop from freshly pastured cows.   It’s just not the same. 

From left to right it is: Urness’ cousin Tim Leinenger, and his children 
Emma and Mica, from San Diego.  Far right, their dairy farm host, Dale 
Tollefson.

 
When I was Emma and Mica’s age there was an endless choice when it came to visiting a dairy farm in the Town of  
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New Editor of Vermont’s Voice 
Chris Coffin and her husband, John, have 
lived in the Town of Vermont for 25 years.  
We raised two children here, Jeanne & John, 
who are now 24 & 21 respectively.  Jeanne is 
in the Peace Corps in Morocco and John 
attends Lewis & Clark College. I have worked 
for the Mount Horeb School District for 15 
years and have found it most rewarding.  I 
enjoy the outdoors including hiking, biking, 
tennis, golf, canoeing,  kayaking, and cross-
country skiing.  I am also an avid reader.  We 
have both been involved in town government 
a bit over the years and are members of 
Vermont Valley Farm.  
She is happy to be involved in the Vermont 
Voice and to have the opportunity to meet 
new friends and keep on learning. 

Annual Town Picnic 
Tyrol Basin will host the annual Vermont Town Picnic on 
August 30 this year from 12:30-2:30 p.m. Here’s a chance to visit 
with neighbors, or just catch up on what’s happening around the 
township.   Dinner will be a picnic style buffet featuring 
barbequed pork and chicken with ice cream treats for dessert. 
After dinner there will be time for youngsters to run in the 
sprinkler garden set up at the bottom of the ski hill, as well as a 
slide for little ones. Remember to bring along suits and towels.  
Twelve sprinklers will ensure there is lots of water circulating as 
Tyrol’s pumps send out 180 gallons per minute.   In addition 
there will be an inflatable donated y Steve Schmidt this year as 
well as a face painting station and a bagpiper to provide music.  
A $2.00 donation is suggested.  

 So, come see your friends and neighbors, take a ride up 
the chair lift to see the beautiful view from the top (open from 1-
3 p.m.), and enjoy a sunny summer day here in the Town of 
Vermont.    
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(Tollefsons, continued from page 1) 
 
Vermont. Just about every place had 
milk cows and there were still a few 
cheese factories left.  A cow’s body heat 
could still be captured in the warm 
cheese curds available at the factory by 
mid-afternoon. 
Almost everyone was engaged in 
farming and there was little need to 
commute to Madison for a job. Not 
much traffic back then either. I recall 
many softball games in the church 
parking lot with Vermont Church Road 
serving as the outfield.  Well, enough 
backward looking. My little cousins need 
to see a real dairy farm! 
 
Fortunately we don’t have far to go.  For 
almost 150 years the farming activity at 
the Tollefson farm just a quarter mile 
north of here mirrored what went on at 
our farm. The difference today is that 
Dale and Karen Tollefson are still 
operating a real dairy farm. They 
currently milk around 80 cows, double 
what they milked in the 1960’s when 
they were considered a larger than 
average farm.  The Tollefson’s have 
always welcomed visitors to their farm, 
especially children. It’s fun to see kids 
touch a cow for the first time, see milk 
squirted from the source and be amazed 
at the huge amount of feed required to 
keep a dairy cow fed.   
 
As always, dairy farming is a tough 
business with huge labor requirements 
and sometimes not much pay.  
Unfortunately,  we’re currently in a 
period when it costs more to produce 
milk than what producers are being paid. 
In general, it costs around $16 to 
produce 100 pounds of milk. Even with 
premiums for high quality milk, dairy 
producers are receiving around $12.  
You’ve got to be an optimist to be a 
dairy farmer.  Or, as some producers 
have said to me, “be a little crazy.” 
 
Better times in dairying are sure to 
return.  In the meantime, I for one, am 
thankful that we still have a few dairy 
producers like Dale and Karen in the 
Town of Vermont. 
 

Tollefson’s Farm 

Baby Hummer Bath 
By Johanna Solms 
 
My move to lovely Vermont seven years ago led to an unexpected passion 
for casual bird watching. The result: hours of entertainment, a special 
budget for feeders and food, and some unexpected pleasures. 
 
We’ve observed plenty of interesting bird activities, like the epic battle 
between two male orioles rolling over and over in the woodland vegetation 
until one escaped and flew away, leaving the victor to his territory. Or the 
pheasant pair that last summer strutted every morning up the hill onto our 
lawn, always followed closely by their best friend—the turkey. But what we 
saw recently was simply amazing. 
 
One evening in June, around dusk, Jack urged me to come downstairs to 
the sun porch to see what appeared to be a baby bird perched on the wire 
of our deck railing. In the dim light, all we could see was a tiny, still form. 
We grabbed the binoculars to get a really good look, even though we were 
within a dozen feet. The minute creature turned its head and we saw a 
brilliant flash of red. A ruby-throated hummingbird!  
 
As we watched, the little fellow sat there grooming himself. He cleaned 
both sides of his long beak on the wire, then worked on his feet, then 
fluffed his feathers and turned his head to reach under his wings. He 
seemed so relaxed and happy, conveniently near the feeder, just taking care 
of his toilette before retiring for the night. He sat for nearly 10 minutes, 
and then zipped away. A few seconds later he came back, and sat some 
more. He almost seemed to vibrate. We watched him, entranced, until it 
was too dark to see. 
 
As usual, I went to the Web to find out what I could about this extended 
perching behavior, which seemed unusual. Turns out that these hyperactive 
little birds actually do perch for a good 70-75% of the day, or they would burn 
up far more energy than they already do. Given a heart rate of 1,200 beats per 
minute when flying, and a similarly high respiration rate, the 250 beats per 
minute when they are perching offers a big savings. We rarely see them sitting 
around, but they do a lot of it.  
 
So, I try to keep my eyes open every day and remember how lucky we are 
to share this beautiful area with so many other fascinating creatures. 
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TOWN BUDGET 
By Sarah Danz, town treasurer, with Marc Robertson, town clerk  
 
The table below shows our expenditures by major budget category as of June 30, 2009. 
   
  Total Midyear % of 
  Budgeted Actual Total 
General Government $79,024 $33,954 43.0% 
Public Safety $55,041 $34,216 62.2% 
Public Works $323,180 $216,669 67.0% 
Health and Human Services $1,468 $1,350 92.0% 
Culture, Recreation and Education $2,010 $336 16.7% 
Conservation and Development $12,894 $8,271 64.1% 
Capital Outlay $15,000 $13,825 92.2% 
Debt Service $0     
Other Financing Uses $0     
Reserve Fund & Contingency Fund $40,000 $40,000 100.0% 
Minimum Operating Balance $0     
        
Total Expenses: $528,617 $348,621 65.9% 
  
Interpretation must be done with several things in mind.  Some expenses occur on an annual basis, rather than a monthly 
basis.  For example, most of our insurance is paid in December.  Thus, the General Government category is somewhat 
understated. 
  
The majority of our Mt. Horeb Fire District Levy is paid in the first half of the year, so the 62 percent expenditure for Public 
Safety is actually on track with the exception that building inspection income and expenses are less than expected.  Since 
building inspection is self-funding from building permit fees, this is of no real budgetary consequence. 
  
That we have spent two-thirds of the money allocated to public works largely reflects the June payment of $105,784 (versus 
$125,000 budgeted) for chip sealing 18 Town roads.  The only area in which expenses significantly exceed the amount 
budgeted ($33,851 vs. $15,000) is paving and patching, which reflects the decision to contract for the wedging of some road 
sections prior to chip sealing to reestablish road crowns and reinforce road edges. We have yet to purchase our sand and the 
majority of our salt for the coming winter.  The majority of 2009 road maintenance has already been completed and paid. 
  
The new small truck, which was not anticipated in time to make it into the 2009 budget, was paid for by unusually high 
revenues from a series of Managed Forest Land withdrawals in 2008. 
  
Health and Human Services is composed of our contribution to Northwest Dane Senior Services (which is paid out at the 
beginning of the year) and a pass-through of money received from Dane County for the upkeep of civil war veterans’ graves, 
which has not yet occurred for 2009. 
 
Culture, Recreation and Education is the printing and mailing costs for Vermont’s Voice, plus the $1,000 budgeted for the 
Town picnic. 
  
Capital Outlay for 2009 was the purchase of a new mower for the roadsides and a trailer for the leased Bobcat so that it can be 
transported to worksites as required, both purchases coming in somewhat under budget. 
  
Reserve Funds and Contingency Fund, for the 2009 budget, were to fund health insurance for our retired town patrolman, the 
beginning of a fund for future revaluation, and the beginning of a fund to replace the box culvert on Bergum Road.  The 
contingency fund was created and funded several years ago, and has not been added to since then. 
  
The only major capital expense anticipated at this point is an addition to the large salt shed in order to eliminate reliance on 
the small shed attached to the town garage.  This is expected to cost less than $25,000. Budget information is 
at:http://www.townofvermont.com

http://www.townofvermont.com/
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How to reach us: 
Publisher:  Lisa Orman, 767-4930, home; lisa@kidstuffpr.com
Managing Editor: Chris Coffin, 437-3213, ccoffin@mhtc.net 
Contributing Editor:  Jane Hanson, 767-5050, finallyfarm@tds.net
 
                
Mission Statement: It is the mission of Vermont’s Voice to provide 
information about our town and articles of interest to the residents of our town 
in order to promote a sense of community, encourage participation in and understanding of town government, and improve 
communication among residents. Vermont’s Voice is a volunteer, citizen-run publication that encourages and depends on 
citizen participation in providing information, articles, or suggestions for articles, photos, criticism, and help with mailings. 
The cost of printing and postage is included in the town budget. Vermont’s Voice is not the official voice or viewpoint of the 
town government.  
 
Look for this issue of the Vermont Voice on the Vermont Web Page! Check it out at http://www.vermonttown.com. 
 
Town Officials 
Chair, Mark Sherven 437-3732  
Supervisor #1 Larry Ziemer 437-4292  
Supervisor #2 Don McKay 437-4071 
Supervisor #3 Steve Cowan 767-4616  
Supervisor #4 Barb Grenlie 437-5856 
Town Clerk Marc Robertson 767-2457 
Or email: clerk@townofvermont.com
 

Town Treasurer Sarah Danz 767-6017 
Town Patrolman  Jack Schulenberg 767-2740  
Building Inspector MEI 608-643-5329 
  
Plan Commission Members 
Chair Jim Elleson 767-3553 
Vice Chair Barb Grenlie 437-5856 
Secretary Johanna Solms 767-2467 
 

Bruce Ellarson 767-4974 
Eric Haugen 767-3327 
John Brings 767-3800 
Larry Ziemer 437-4292 
 
Fire Wardens 
Frank Hinze 767-3827 
Shirley Brandt 767-3030
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