
 

Please Vote April 2! 
 
The April 2 election will be held for for 
state and local offices: State 
Superintendant of Public Instruction, 
Supreme Court Justice, Court of Appeals 
and Circuit Court as well as local 
offices. Voting Hours are 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
There will be no contested Town Board 
Seats, but running will be: for Chair, 
Barbara Grenlie; Supervisor 1, Larry 
Ziemer; Supervisor 2, Don McKay; and 
for Town Clerk, Marc Robertson.  

 

Spring 2013 
Lisa C. Orman, Publisher 

Chris Coffin, Managing Editor 

VERMONT’S VOICE 
AGRICULTURE                             GOVERNMENT                         NATURAL BEAUTY 

 

      

Barbara Grenlie: Someone You Should Know 
 
The following is in response to a request from VV to Barbara Grenlie who is running for Town Chairman.  
While she is running unopposed, we thought Vermont residents would like to know more about her. 
 
I have lived with my family in our lovely Town of Vermont for 38 years. Same house, same phone number, same 
husband, Thom. We have raised our children here; our youngest, Noah, may enjoy country life the most of all, sledding 
in the winter and fort building in the summer. We are very proud of our daughter, Eve, an international high school 
history teacher who travels the world, and our son, Samuel, a professional engineer in Salt Lake City, Utah. We have a 
new family pet, a terrier named Libby, and keep a dozen laying hens. My days of raising farm animals are over, yet I work 
hard to be a good steward of our land. I cannot imagine living anywhere else.  I have traveled across the country and 
around the world and have seen many beautiful places, but I’m always happy to return to Vermont, never taking my 
home in the hills for granted. 
 
I am a member of the Vermont Lutheran Church. Last year a group of us looking to help children in need in our own 
area, organized a grass roots outreach we call H.U.G.S. (Happily Used GarmentS) For Kids. We collect gently used 
clothing for boys and girls, sizes infant through 16, and offer them in the spring and the fall alongside the 2nd Harvest 
Mobile Food Pantry in Black Earth. As director of this outreach, my life has been greatly enriched. (Anyone wishing to 
donate clothing to area kids in need can give me a call and I’ll arrange for pick up). 
 
My favorite hobby is flower gardening, and while my family loves to give me a hard time about this ‘obsession,’ I belong 
to the Wisconsin Daylily Society and Wisconsin Hardy Plant Society. Moreover, I do fondly remember painting and 
drawing when I had the time, and am a lover and supporter of art. This might explain my passion for an expressive 
garden. 
 
I began serving the Town of Vermont on the Plan Commission, and did so for 15 years. A good number of those years I 
served as Plan Commission Chair. The desire to protect local decision-making and property rights, while treating 
everyone that comes before us equally and fairly, led me to continue over the years. The Plan Commission is the eyes 
and ears of the Town Board for town land use issues, land divisions and zoning change applications. They are also 
tasked with developing policies, procedures and town ordinance revisions for recommendation to the Town Board. I am 
very proud to have been the Chair of the Plan Commission that sent the completed Draft Comprehensive Land Use 
Plan to the Town Board on December 22, 2008. This was a painstakingly difficult, significant piece of work proudly 
completed by a core of dedicated Commissioners, of which I was proud to be a part. It took over four years to complete. 
We then began the hard work of updating our town ordinances to reflect 
and support our comprehensive plan.  While I no longer eat, sleep or 
dream about our CLUP, I remain very familiar with our plan. Conducting 
Plan Commission meetings over the years has prepared me for 
conducting Town Board meetings. 
 
I have served on the Board of Supervisors for nine years, most of those 
while simultaneously serving on the Plan Commission. A lot of learning 
and preparation needs to be done going into monthly Board meetings. 
We must study any recommendations made by the Plan Commission, 
ultimately bearing the responsibility and the proper action for the work.  
We must make all decisions for town roads, our largest expense. I 
completed a professional development course about road makeup and 
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(Barb Grenlie, continued from cover) 
upkeep to better understand this important work as well as rode along with the Town Patrolman during snow plowing to be 
acquainted with that work. Finally, as a board supervisor, it is important to attend Towns Association meetings and seminars to 
learn more about current state and county issues that will affect our town. 
 
I hope as we move forward that we can build on our discussions of 
environmental and energy issues, great concerns for me.  I think it is 
important to protect landowner rights in the Township; while also ensuring 
that Vermont doesn’t fall into the slippery slope of over-development, 
maintaining the erosion control measures we have in place. Education about 
new energy sources that affect/effect our town is also incredibly important. 
Moving forward, it will be important to both create a wise and properly 
allocated fiscal budget, as well as strongly budget our time.  Keeping up with 
the new county changes in regulations and ordinances has proven to take up 
more and more time as the county continues to expand its’ involvement in 
rural towns’ decision-making processes.  I believe that we, as Vermont 

townspeople sharing a love for this land, must work together to maintain as 
much local control over it as possible. 
 

 

Farewell To Mark Sherven  
By Earl Brandt 
 
Mark Sherven, Chairman of the Town of Vermont Board of Supervisors since 2007, has filed his Declaration of Non Candidacy 
and therefore will not be on the ballot in the April 2 election.  His resignation ends 15 years of service to our Township, 
beginning in 1998 when he was appointed to the Plan Commission.  In 2003 he was elected to the Town Board. 
 
Many of us were surprised at his resignation but he said “I never wanted to stay forever and always felt it was good for the 
Township to change its leadership”. His resignation came with some regret, having enjoyed serving the citizens of Vermont 
Township, but he said he was looking forward to a new chapter in his life. 
 
His business, TIMBER LAND TREES, has been growing and will require more of his time.  He plans to expand his tree nursery 
in order to better serve his growing costumer clientele.  He and Barb are also looking forward to fewer time restraints, and more 
time for travel. 
 
They plan to live at their present residence on CTY RD J (also the home base of 
TIMBER LAND TREES), his home since birth.  His father bought what was then a 
dairy farm in 1952, and operated it with help from Mark and his brother.  In 1982 Mark 
bought the farm and maintained a herd of 75 dairy cows, milking some 50 until 1996, 
when he became interested in tree nurseries, including using his equipment to remove 
and transport trees from other nurseries to their customers.     
 
During his tenure on the Town Board, the Town conducted a state mandated “Smart 
Growth” Comprehensive Plan, created an addition to the salt shed,  purchased a new 
tractor, skid loader, made some major changes and improvements to Town roads, 
approved an addition to the Town Garage (to be constructed this year) and updated 
ordinances.   
 
While these achievements were the result of hard work by the Town Clerk, The Town 
Treasurer, The Town Patrolman, The Plan Commission and the entire Town Board, 
Mark played a leadership role – all while balancing the Town budget.  In addition, he 
represented the Town on the Mount Horeb Fire and EMT District, the Dane County 
Towns Association and special County meetings.  
 
We salute Mark and thank him for his service to our Township! 

World Traveler Barb Grenlie on the China Wall 
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TOWN BOARD BITS 
 
DNR BURNING PERMITS: The Board received an update from the DNR regarding Burning Permits.  We are fortunate 
that our Fire Warden, the congenial Shirley Brandt, will continue to be personally available to issue good-for-one- calendar 
year Burn Permits. And, they are FREE! Permits can also be obtained by dialing 1-888-WIS-WIS-BURN (947-2876) or 
online at dnr.wi.gov (enter keyword "burn permit"). A 3 –year pilot project is being implemented to reduce burning 
restrictions in Northern WI or the Intensive DNR protection areas. It remains all permit holders’ responsibility to determine 
any burning suspension in any area by calling the above phone number. 
 
TRANSFER OF DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS (TDR):  The regularly scheduled January Plan Commission meeting was 
jointly held with the Town Board.  The purpose was to begin preliminary discussion of TDRs for Vermont.  This will be a 
long and complex subject for the Township to delve into and this joint discussion provided some initial direction for the 
Plan Commission to move forward. 
 
DRIVEWAY CONSTRUCTION PERMITS: The above joint meeting also included preliminary discussion of changes 
regarding issuance, valid time and renewals for these permits. The Plan Commission will continue work on a remodeled 
Driveway Construction Permit. 
 
TOWN PLOW TRUCK: You will soon see Jack maintaining our roads in a new International Plow Truck, replacing our 
similar 8-year-old model.  The current truck had reached the "nickel and dime repair" stage and is being replaced while it still 
has positive resale value. These trucks perform hard service and reliability for our residents was a major concern for our 
Board. Wave to Jack when you see him in that NEW shiny red truck! 
 
TOWN CHAIRMAN: The BAD news received by the Town Board was Mark Sherven’s announcement that he won't be 
seeking another term as Chairman. After many years of service and solid leadership in moving our Town forward, the news 
was met with long faces. But the GOOD news that helped brighten those long faces was when long-time Vermont public 
servant, Barbara Grenlie, announced she would seek the position of Chairman.  Her experience and talents will be put to 
good use in that role! 
 

    
    

TOWN OF VERMONT ARTISTS INCLUDED IN 2013 SPRING ART TOUR  
By Tamlyn Akins 

The 7th Annual Spring Art Tour, presented by the Mount Horeb Area Arts Association, spans three days, June 7-9, 2013 (10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. daily), when visitors will be able to watch area artists at work in their rarely seen studios and shop their wares. 

Artists of Vermont Township who are participating in the tour are 
Tamlyn Akins (jewelry, origami, watercolor, pastel), Peg Ginsberg 
(watercolor, jewelry), and Gene F. Summers (photography). Tamlyn will 
open her home studio on Highway JJ, Peg owns a studio and gallery on 
Main Street in Mount Horeb, and Gene will be a guest artist at 
Wildwood Woodworks in Mazomanie which is owned by fellow 
participating artist, Tom Laudin. A total of 20 high quality, professional 
artists from Mount Horeb, Blue Mounds, Black Earth, Verona, 
Mazomanie and rural areas in between, will be opening their studios and 
galleries. 

All locations of the tour are within a 15-mile radius of downtown 
Mount Horeb. The range of art media includes painting, etching, 
jewelry, origami, wood, ceramics, glass and more.  Their studios vary 
from very small areas in the home to large barns in the countryside and 
even an old cheese warehouse. Each place is unique to the artist. To 
learn more visit  www.springarttour.com 

White Orchids IV, watercolor by Tamlyn Akins 

http://dnr.wi.gov/
http://www.springarttour.com/


Garlic mustard in the Town of Vermont 
by Tom and Kathie Brock, Pleasant Valley Conservancy 
 
Garlic mustard is by now famous in southern Wisconsin as our worst invasive plant. 
People everywhere are working to eradicate it. Roadsides are major eradication targets 
because this is the most common mode of transmission from one place to another. 
Kathie and I have been working to see that it is removed from roads in the Town of 
Vermont. Fortunately, the Town Board has been very receptive to these efforts, even 
providing some money to get a contractor involved for the past few years. 
 
Garlic mustard grows best in partial to deep shade, so Vermont, with its many wooded 
groves and shady roadsides, is an ideal habitat. 
 
 Control requires an understanding of the life cycle. Garlic mustard is a biennial and a 
prolific seed producer. Wherever garlic mustard has been present there is always an 
extensive “seed bank” which will be the source of new infestations. Not all the seeds 
germinate the same year, and even with diligent effort it may take 10 or more years to 
eradicate this weed from an area. 
 
In the spring the principal target should be the 2nd year plants, since they are easily recognized by their 
flowers. Garlic mustard is one of the earliest plants to appear, well before most woodland wildflowers. Start 
to attack it in early April and keep at it at biweekly intervals through mid June. There are several approaches. 
 

 Large patches of flowering plants should be sprayed with an herbicide active against broad-leafed 
plants. 2,4-D  is very effective, is inexpensive, and is available at the co-ops, hardware stores, and 
garden centers. 

 Scattered flowering plants can be hand pulled. When pulling, be sure to get the entire root, since root 
fragments left in the soil may send up new shoots. 

 Seed-bearing plants must be pulled, but should be bagged and either burned or landfilled. 

 The key to control is to spray or pull every plant and to return to the same area several times over 
during the spring growing season to get later-developing plants.  

 
First year plants are easiest to see in the late fall, and this is an ideal time to attack them. Although they don’t 
pull well, they are sensitive to herbicide and since most native plants have senesced, there is no worry about 

damage to “good” species. The ideal herbicide for fall 
spraying is glyphosate (Roundup or generics), since it 
is very effective and there is no residual in the soil. In 
bad areas there may be a carpet of plants. Spray them 
all. 
 
Any area where there has been an infestation of 1st 
year plants will of course have 2nd year plants in the 
spring. Spring and fall; fall and spring; spring and fall, 
etc. should be the protocol until eradication has 
occurred. It is also to check back even to areas that 
have been eradicated to make sure this miserable plant 
is gone. 
 
Regarding herbicides: Be sure to read the label and 
follow its directions. 

Garlic Mustard in flower, photo from WDNR 

Garlic mustard rosettes in early spring; Photo by Elizabeth J. Czarapata 
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How to reach us: 
Publisher:  Lisa Orman, 767-4930, home; lisa@kidstuffpr.com 
Managing Editor: Chris Coffin, 437-3213, ccoffin@mhtc.net 
                
Mission Statement: It is the mission of Vermont’s Voice to provide information about our 
town and articles of interest to the residents of our town in order to promote a sense of 
community, encourage participation in and understanding of town government, and improve 
communication among residents. Vermont’s Voice is a volunteer, citizen-run publication that 
encourages and depends on citizen participation in providing information, articles, or 
suggestions for articles, photos, criticism, and help with mailings. The cost of printing and 
postage is included in the town budget. Vermont’s Voice is not the official voice or viewpoint of the town government.  
 
Look for this issue of the Vermont Voice on the Vermont Web Page! Check it out at http://www.vermonttown.com.  
 
Town Officials 
Chair, Mark Sherven 437-3732  
Supervisor #1 Larry Ziemer 437-4292  
Supervisor #2 Don McKay 437-4071 
Supervisor #3  Todd Culliton, 767-4145 
Supervisor #4 Barb Grenlie 437-5856 
Town Clerk Marc Robertson 767-2457 
Or email: clerk@townofvermont.com 
 

Town Treasurer Kathy Smith 767-0809 
Town Patrolman  Jack Schulenberg 437-5490  
Building Inspector Johnson Inspections 608-
444-0372 
  
Plan Commission Members 
Chair Todd Culliton 767-4145 
Vice Chair Jim Elleson 767-3553 
Secretary Johanna Solms 767-2467 

  
Scott Moe 767-4738 
Eric Haugen 767-3327 
Doug Meier, 767-8860 
Don McKay 437-4071 
 
Fire Warden 
Shirley Brandt 767-3030
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