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The 2007 Budget 
A Summary by Marc Robertson, Town Clerk 
 
General government administration is budgeted for virtually no increase, with cost of living raises for the clerk and 
treasurer position (to take effect after the next election), increased assessor expenses, and a slightly increased supplies 
budget being offset by decreased election expenses.   
 
The Public Safety category shows fire department operating expenses charged to the Town will rise only modestly. 
However, residents within the Black Earth Joint Fire District will be assessed $49,103 for completion of the new fire 
truck, compared with a 2006 charge of $20,693 for the chassis. This accounts for 35% of our total budget increase. The 
rise in building inspection expense reflects a change in the way income and expenses are categorized and not an actual 
increase in expenditures. 
 
It is expected that highway labor expenses will only rise at the cost of inflation, 
except that a new category is being funded at $5,000 to allow for systematic 
maintenance tree trimming. It is expected that removing some overhanging tree 
limbs will help prevent the fallen trees in the roadway that have increasingly 
become a problem. 
 
Rapidly rising oil prices in the spring of 2006 led to a paving expenditure for 
Pleasant Valley Road that exceeded our budgeted amount ($73,930), though the 
final bill ($82,561) did come in below the bid amount. Additionally, 
unanticipated 2006 shouldering, patching, culvert work and 2005 carryover 
culvert work led to those categories being overspent by $15,323. Some of this overage in the overall materials category 
was made up by under budget expenditures for seal coating, crack filling, and the guard rail reconstruction on Bohn 
Road. Barring a major 2006 snow or ice storm, it is expected that winter sand and salt expenses will be below budget. 
The net effect will be an expenditure of between 11 and 12 thousand dollars above that budgeted for 2006 in the 
highway material category. 

NOTE: THE PUBLIC 
HEARING ON THE 2007 

VERMONT TOWN 
BUDGET WILL BE HELD 
AT 7:30 ON NOVEMBER 8, 

2006 AT 
THE VERMONT TOWN 

HALL 
4017 COUNTY ROAD JJ 

 
As a category, 2007 road maintenance materials is expected to decrease below 2006 budgeted expenditures, as well as fall 
below actual 2006 expenditures. This is largely because there will be no 2007 paving expenses, though seal coating 
expenses will be up significantly. It is important that we keep up with maintenance seal coating, since a failure to do so 
leads immediately to dramatic increases in expenditures for patching material, at over $1,100 per truckload. 
 
2006 maintenance expenses for the salt shed came in below the budgeted amount. As planned, a contractor filled holes 
in the siding and re-stained the building. However, the anticipated need for structural reinforcement was at least deferred 
through the efforts of Dave Haugen, our Town Patrolman, in banking earth against the exterior of the back wall. This 
seems to have halted its movement due to the pressure of sand and salt inside the building. So this category will drop for 
2007. Fuel expenses are, however, budgeted to rise about 11% in 2007. 

 
Don’t forget to vote Tuesday, 
November 7, 2006 at the Town 
of Vermont Town Hall between 
7 AM to 8 PM for Dane County, 
state and federal elections, and 
proposed state constitutional 
amendments  

The impact of the road budget on the overall Town budget is that while expenses 
are expected to stay roughly the same, approximately $27,000 in state grants will 
not be available in 2007, so this amount will need to be made up by residents.   
 
The Town's contribution to Northwest Dane Senior Services is budgeted to go up 
slightly in 2007 to reflect our slightly higher estimated population. 
 
 (Story continued on budget insert, inside) 
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WHOOPING CRANES STOP IN VERMONT TOWNSHIP  
By Earl Brandt 

 
Ken Wood, Vermont Township’s resident bird guru, was at the 
right place (his home on Forshaug Road) at the right time (October 
23) when he heard what sounded like a huge bumblebee. It was, in 
fact, an ultralight plane, followed by six young Whooping Cranes 
gliding in for a landing in Eric Forshaug;s cornfield. 
 
The huge birds (6 ½-foot wing span) were making a rest stop on 
their first ever migration to Florida from the Necedah Wildlife 
refuge where they were hatched as part of a program to reintroduce 
a once-native species.  Since they had never made the trip before 
and had no adult birds to guide them, the ultralight served as their 
guide.  Once the birds are taught the way they will migrate on their 
own. 
 
To find out more about the program go to www.operationimigration.org.     

 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF CHANGES TO TOWN OF VERMONT DRIVEWAY 
CONSTRUCTION PERMIT POLICY 
  
By Mark Sherven 
All active driveway construction permits issued by the Town of Vermont prior to March 14, 2006 are now valid for two years 
from that date. A permit is active if the driveway has not yet been completed and approved by the town driveway committee. 
In order to remain valid, a driveway construction permit must be renewed annually after the initial two year term for a fee of 
$25.00. The two year limit and annual renewal policies were enacted to keep landowners in compliance with changing 
regulations regarding erosion control. For more information, please contact the Town Clerk at 767-2457 or visit the town 
website at www.townofvermont.com. 
 
Town History CD Available 
 
A Town of Vermont History book published in l975 but long since out of print is now available on a CD thanks to John Bird.   
It records the early settlement of our Township, features stories about schools, cheese factories, churches, farming, grist mills, 
lumbering, and town government as well as stories about people. 
 
John has added an inventory of Township Cemeteries, not in the original book. The CDs are available from John at a cost of 
$10.00.  All profits will be placed in a Town Picnic Fund.   

 
Protecting Kids Online Free Seminar 
By Josalyn Longley 
DCSO Community Deputy – West 
On November 2nd from 6:30-8:30pm the Dane County Sheriff's Office will be doing a presentation on 
Protecting Kids Online.  This free program will show you the dangers that lurk in your neighborhoods 
and your home, and what you can do to keep your kids safe. 

Join us at 6:00pm for free pizza provided by the Wisconsin Heights Optimist Club.  

The presentation will be in the Step Room at the Wisconsin Heights Middle School (10173 Hwy 
14, Mazomanie).  Due to the nature of the presentation, please do not bring children.  Free daycare will be provided.   

For planning purposes, please RSVP to Kevin Thornton, Joining Forces For Families, at 795-2103.  Also, please note if you 
will be using childcare, how many, and the ages of each child. 

http://www.operationimigration.org/
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2006 Town Picnic 
By Earl Brandt 
 
Over 100 Vermonters gathered at Tyrol Basin, last 
September 10, for food, fun and fellowship.  The event 
was sponsored by the Town of Vermont and planned 
by a volunteer committee headed by Barbara Bird.   
 
The food was prepared by hosts Sue and Don McKay.  
Some residents contributed delicious carry-ins.  New 
residents Michael Dix and Perry McCartney, of 
Michael’s Frozen Custard furnished, (and personally 
served) the desert, complete with toppings of choice.  
Don even popped for a keg of (root) beer. 
 
The fun was in the form of games for children 
provided by Marcie Katz, Lisa Orman and Ann Albert; 
horse and buggy rides provided by Bill and Jane 
Hanson and Katrina Jacobs and chairlift rides provided 
by Tyrol Basin.  

Hosts Susan and Don McKay of Tyrol Basin  

 
The fellowship consisted of visiting friends and neighbors and welcoming 
new residents.  Folks also visited with Town officials who were introduced.  
 
Our thanks the picnic committee:  John & Barbara Bird, Neal & Marcie Katz, 
Bill & Jackie Sweeney, Tom & Wanda Marling, Dan & Lisa Orman, Earl & 
Shirley Brandt, Steve & Jan Cowen and Don & Susan McKay.  Thanks also to 
Sandy Stanfield who served as registrar. Over 25 people helped in one way or 
other. 
 
Special thanks to our gracious and generous hosts Don & Sue McKay of 
Tyrol Basin, John Bird who sponsored the special mailing and Lisa Orman 
who designed and printed it.  And, finally, thanks to folks who made 
donations when they registered.  Custard anyone? Michael Dix and Perry 

McCartney of Michael’s Frozen Custard dish 
up the good stuff as a gift to their new Vermont 
neighbors. Thanks! 

 

Horse and carriage rides were provided courtesy of Jane and 
Bill Hanson, and were very much enjoyed by all! 
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How to reach us: 
Editor:    Lisa Orman, 9504 Union Valley Road; 767-1102, office; 767-4930, home; 767-1103, fax; lisa@kidstuffpr.com, e-mail 
Assistant:  Earl Brandt: 4670 Cedar Hill Lane; 767-3030; esranch@merr.com
          
Mission Statement: It is the mission of Vermont’s Voice to provide information about our town and articles of interest to 
the residents of our town in order to promote a sense of community, encourage participation in and understanding of town 
government, and improve communication among residents. Vermont’s Voice is a volunteer, citizen-run publication that 
encourages and depends on citizen participation in providing information, articles, or suggestions for articles, photos, 
criticism, and help with mailings. The cost of printing and postage is included in the town budget. Vermont’s Voice is not the 
official voice or viewpoint of the town government.  
 
Look for this issue of the Vermont Voice on the Vermont Web Page! Check it out at http://www.vermonttown.com. 
 
Town Officials 
Chair Steve Cowan 767-4616, cell 234-2916 
 Or email: scwetlands@tds.net
 Or fax, 767-2916 
Supervisor #1 Bill Hanson 767-5050  
Supervisor #2 Don McKay 437-4071 
Supervisor #3 Mark Sherven 437-3732  
Supervisor #4 Barb Grenlie 437-5856 
Town Clerk Marc Robertson 767-2457 
Or email: vermontclerk@mhtc.net 

 
Town Treasurer Sarah Danz 767-6017 
Town Patrolman Dave Haugen 767-3313  
Building Inspector MEI 608-643-5329 
  
Plan Commission Members 
Chair Mark Sherven 437-3732 
Secretary Johanna Solms 767-2467 
Jim Elleson 767-3553  
Barb Grenlie 437-5856 

 
Don McKay 437-4071 
Bruce Ellarson 767-4974 
Eric Haugen 767-3327 
 
Fire Wardens 
Frank Hinze 767-3827 
Fern Frame 767-3915 
Shirley Brandt, 767-3030
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