
Minutes 

Town of Vermont Board Meeting 

April 11, 2016 – 7:00 p.m. – 4017 County Road JJ 

 

Call to Order and Certification of Notice Posting 

Called to order by chair Barbara Grenlie at 7:02 p.m. Agenda was posted on the town website, the door 

of Town Hall, emailed to the online subscribers and a meeting notice was published in both the Mt. 

Horeb Mail and News Sickle Arrow.  

Present: Barbara Grenlie, Doug Meier, Don McKay, Scott Moe, Kathy Smith (Treasurer), Karen Carlock 

(Clerk),  

Absent: Todd Culliton  

Approval of Agenda 

Doug Meier moved to approve the agenda and Don McKay seconded. Motion approved 4-0.  

Approval of Minutes 

Doug moved to approve the minutes with a slight change from voluntarily to involuntarily, Scott Moe 

seconded and motion approved 4-0.  

Chairman’s Report and Acknowledgments 

Congratulations to Mary George and Doug Meier for election to the Town Board. This is Don McKay’s 

last meeting and his service to the town is appreciated. Barbara asked that the Plan Commission begin 

their 5-year review of the comprehensive plan. Either Todd or Scott will need to step down from the 

Plan Commission in order to maintain the appropriate number of board members on the Plan 

Commission. Doug accepted the position of Plan Commission chair. John Hallick agreed to be a nominee 

for the Plan Commission to replace Todd.  

Citizens’ Input 

David Stanfield wanted to raise for discussion the Town of Vermont’s membership in the Dane County 

Towns Association and whether or not the Town is getting value from continued membership.  

Treasurer’s Report 

Kathy Smith presented the monthly deposit summary. Total deposits for the month of March are 

$14,291.10. Overall total account balance as of 3/31/2016 is $363,027.32. Kathy also shared a 

breakdown of the reserve fund. Don moved to accept the treasurer’s report, seconded by Doug and the 

motion was approved 4-0.   



Clerk’s Report 

Karen reported that at the April 5th election, there were 485 total voters which is a 77% voter turn-out. 
Staffing of four election inspectors worked well for a busy election given the new photo ID requirement. 
Sign-up sheets for the Town notifications were set out during election day which resulted in 146 new 
subscribers. Annual Meeting is upcoming and scheduled for April 19th at 7:00 p.m. Karen reviewed the 
check register as well as the budget vs. actual report in detail. Scott moved to approve clerk’s report, 
Doug seconded and motion was approved 4-0.  
 

Payment of Bills 

Doug moved to approve payment of the bills, Don seconded and the motion was approved 4-0.  

Consideration and Possible Approval of Quickbooks Upgrade 

Currently, the Town of Vermont uses Quickbooks to administer payroll, pay bills & run reports. The 
current annual fee has been $469.00 since 2013 and is being increased to $559.95 for the upgrade which 
is required. Our payroll component will no longer function if we do not complete the upgrade prior to 
5/31/16. Other surrounding municipalities were polled and most use Quickbooks – the towns that do 
not use more “full-service” options that run around $4,000 annually. Barbara moved to approve the 
Quickbooks renewal, Doug seconded and motion approved 4-0.  
 

Discussion Regarding Financial Policy 

Currently, a $500.00 expenditure needs to be approved by the chair prior to purchase. Barbara asked if 

the board would like to consider modifying that amount. The board determined that it should remain at 

$500 for the time being.  

  
Consideration and Possible Approval of Road Committee Chip Sealing Recommendation 

 
Fahrner and Scott’s provided bids and Scott’s came in at $63,306 and Fahrner came in at $74,784.00. 

Both source stone from the same location. Doug moved to accept the bid from Scott’s, Don seconded 

and motion approved 4-0.  

Patrolman, Liaison, and Fire & EMS District Reports 
 

Jack reported that the spring weight limit signs went up early and are now down. The plow equipment is 
taken off the trucks as of today. The arm mower comes tomorrow and Jack will be working on that for 
the week. Jack is in discussions with the company (JR Underground) that did work along Kelliher road 
which resulted in some road damage. Jack is sweeping all of the town roads each year and tries to get all 
of the chips and sand off the roads in the spring.  

Gary Breed reported that the March 16 meeting of the Fire District Board was mainly routine, reviewing 

monthly expenses with respect to actual vs. budgeted costs.  Chief Brinkman gave an update on various 

activities, including collections for EMS services, notes on upcoming equipment replacement needs, and 



progress on getting internship personnel through MATC, hopefully with EMT certification (or ability to 

do so in a short time), which aids in maintaining the necessary EMS staffing.  

On March 30, a meeting of the Mount Horeb/MHAJFD Joint Public Safety Building Committee was held, 

with the first order of business to define committee duties, which are essentially to carry out the 

instructions given by our respective governmental bodies, and to provide the means of cooperation and 

communication between Fire District and village regarding the building project. Members are expected 

to remain on the committee for the duration of the project, unless they no longer represent their 

respective municipalities (or employers in the case of Fire and Police members).  

Following that action, the committee proceeded to review bids for architectural services which had 
been sent to nine potential bidders in mid-March. Two firms responded with full proposals, which were 
reviewed by the committee for compliance with the bid specifications and noting areas requiring 
clarification. The committee meets tomorrow, April 12, when both firms will be interviewed. A decision 
will follow soon after. As a reminder, the initial services provided by these firms do not have payments 
until—and unless—the project Doug reported that Black Earth Fire Department has not had a meeting. 
District 1 EMS has next meeting on May 12th.  

Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Stampfli Road Abandonment 

 
Bob Duhr and his lawyer completed the agreement with his attorney and the agreement is now with 
Todd Culltion’s lawyer. Once Todd has confirmed agreement, Bob Duhr will send the letter petitioning 
the Town for abandonment and then the board can either approve or disapprove the resolution to 
discontinue.  

 
Consideration and Possible Approval of Recommendation from Plan Commission Regarding Zoning 

Change Petition from Kenneth Wade 
 
Doug moved to approve the zoning change petition submitted by Kenneth Wade upon condition of 
verification with Dane County Zoning of the zoning assignment to the remnant and the correct 
assignment of a PDR to the parcel and Scott seconded. Barbara will discuss the issue with Roger Lane 
tomorrow and will email follow up to the other board members. Additionally, the applicant incorrectly 
reflected the number of potential development rights on the submitted Land Use Intent Form. The 
correct numbers were updated on the form to be 6 associated with the contiguous property, 5 that will 
remain with the original property, and 1 to be allocated to the rezoned parcel. Motion approved 4-0.  
 

Consideration and Possible Approval of National Road Scholar Rally Event 
 

The Road Scholar Rally has again requested to use a couple of Town of Vermont town roads for an 
upcoming road rally. They have expressed that they will not use plastic plates to mark the course.   
 

Consideration and Possible Approval of Town Garage Estimates 
 
Board reviewed rough estimates of cost for insulating and siding the Town Garage. Board suggested 
looking into tuck pointing as well as continuing to look into options for inside insulation.  
 



Discussion Regarding Mt. Horeb Fire Department Building Project 
 
This was covered to some extent in Gary’s Fire Report to the board earlier in the agenda. Gary asked 
what the town’s priorities are if the project does move forward. They current plan is to build a joint 
building. Analysis work has been underway to identify needs for the fire department and police 
department. Gary shared that to-date all of the pieces of the project have not been pulled together into 
a comprehensive plan for the project. At the meeting tomorrow, three architects are going to be 
presenting their comments on the feasibility study as well as preliminary thoughts for potential building 
design.  Next month, the board would like to see some additional project details.  
 
Consideration Regarding Mobile Cell Tower Companies in Area and Resources for Residents about Fair 

Leases and Current Mobile Tower Permit and Ordinance 
 
Barbara shared that some information regarding this issue has been added to the Citizen Input pages of 
the Town of Vermont website. Doug also shared that since Bug Tussel is not currently wanting to set up 
the tower for cellular use, they may be able to be subjected to Town of Vermont permitting and Dane 
County permitting processes. For Town of Vermont, it may relate more to Wind Tower ordinance 
processes.  
 

Consideration and Possible Approval of Building Permit Ordinance Revisions 
 
Barbara moved that the board notify the state of changes to our building permit ordinance which 
includes language related to holding tanks, Scott seconded and motion approved 4-0. Scott moved and 
Don seconded that he public hearing date be set for prior to June 13 board meeting.  
 

Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Internet Service 

Doug reported that things are looking better regarding improvements to the Town of Vermont 

infrastructure. The FCC is now shifting their emphasis to broadband from wired telephone and TDS will 

be eligible to seek funding in October 2016 which is encouraging. TDS is looking at putting fiber to the 

DSLAMS, of which there are three in that portion of the town.  At this point, Doug recommends that 

continue partnering with TDS but maintain communications so that we can stay at the top of mind.  

  
Discussion of agenda items for May Meeting 

 Consideration and possible approval of Stampfli road abandonment resolution 

 Consideration of Dane County Towns Association membership 

 Consideration and possible approval of Town Garage estimates 

 Discussion regarding broadband and tower permitting process 

Adjournment 

Don moved and Scott seconded that the meeting adjourn. Motion approved 4-0 and meeting adjourned 

at 9:49 p.m.  


